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OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT



Utah Code Ann. 52-4-101, et seq.



Key Definitions



Public Notice



Public Notice - Emergency




Stick to the Agenda

The required agenda must provide reasonable
specificity of the topics to be considered and, unless
a topic is raised by the public, the public body
should only discuss the topics on the agenda. If the
public raises an issue, and if the chair agrees, that
issue may then be discussed in the meeting, even if it
was not on the agenda. However, no final action can
be taken on any item not on the agenda.




Minutes of the Meeting

Written minutes and a recording of an open meeting shall be kept,
which include the date, time, and place of the meeting. These
minutes should also include the names of the members
present/absent and the substance of all matters proposed,
discussed, or decided by the public body.

The minutes should also reflect the vote taken by the individual
members of the public body and the name of every member of the
public who is recognized by the presiding member to provide
comments and a summary of those comments. These minutes
should also include anything else that a member of the public body
requests be in the minutes.




Minutes of the Meeting



Recordings of the Meeting

A recording of an open meeting shall be a
complete and unedited record of all open
portions of the meeting from beginning to
end. Recordings should be labeled with the
date, time, and place of the meeting.

This recording should be posted to the
OPMA website within three business days.




Closed Meetings



Closed Meetings — Utah Code 52-4-205



Record of Closed Meetings



Electronic Meetings




Chance or Social Meetings



Emails and Text



Enforcement




Enforcement

Violations of this act can lead to final actions by the public body
being voidable by the court. The attorney general is charged
with enforcement of this statute, but individuals denied a right
under this chapter have a private right of action. Attorneys’
fees and costs are available to a successful plaintiff. Improperly
closed information can be made public by a court.

A member of a public body who knowingly or intentionally
violates, abets, or advises a violation of any of the closed
meeting provisions is guilty of a class B misdemeanor.



